Open Letter From Vermont Health Providers: “Healthcare Is A Human Right!”

We are healthcare providers.  We are nurses, nurse practitioners, physicians, physician assistants, psychotherapists, occupational, physical and speech therapists, nursing assistants, technical professionals and other healthcare workers.  We have helped your children, your elders, and you at very vulnerable times in your lives.  We are committed to helping right wrongs, healing disease, and to empower individuals and communities to embody health in all phases and processes of human life. We support each individual’s right to informed determination of what health means to them, and access to resources that enable that health. 

We believe that healthcare is a human right.  Fear should not be a deterrent to accessing healthcare.  We, your healthcare providers, see every day the catastrophes that occur because citizens delay visits to their providers, or don’t take prescribed medications or follow through with treatments because they can’t afford them.  Vermonters die, Vermonters become disabled, Vermonters lose their homes, Vermonters suffer because they do not have access to healthcare.  Our society has accepted this reality for decades, the measures we have taken to reform healthcare are piecemeal and woefully inadequate, and this is absolutely unacceptable. 

As an evolved society, we must support equal access to healthcare for all citizens.  When the door is open for all to receive health and wellness care, everyone in society benefits.  Cost is reduced because serious illness is prevented.  More citizens are able to participate productively in their communities.  Patients with physical and psychological needs are discharged with appropriate care and resources, not stranded to suffer alone.  We urge our legislators to support the principle that health care is a human right, and work with us to lead the nation in creating significant reform for not-for profit, quality, universal Medicare For All-style healthcare system for Vermonters.
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